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Lady Manners School


Faculty of Computing and Technology


The D&T and Food Curriculum Area

The Curriculum Area is active, forward looking and constantly seeking ways to build on the strong tradition of success in Design Technology, Food, Engineering and Construction.  It is staffed by a dedicated team of experienced, skilled professionals who freely give their time and expertise to make the curriculum area the best that it can be.  Results in D&T, Food, Engineering and Construction are strong at both GCSE, A level and Vocational Level 2 and 1.  This attracts students into the Sixth Form, which recruits healthy numbers each year.

The team currently consists of a Director of Learning supported by two Curriculum Leaders, and four further subject specialist teachers.  There are two technicians: one in Food and one in D&T.  

There are four fully equipped practical workshops in D&T and two dedicated food preparation rooms, a foundry and HMP area along with a design studio and an ICT area.  All workshops are fitted with projectors and there is a smart interactive board in the design studio.  The standard of practical resources is very high and there is an extensive range of practical work carried out across all Key stages within D&T and the allied subjects.  Additionally, there is a Vocational Education Centre on site, set up and run by the Vocational Technology area to deliver a range of work-based learning courses.  

The current team has a wealth of teaching experience and, in the case of several staff, able to share a range of additional skills and experience from other professions to aid learning.  There is a high level of understanding of teaching and learning and a willingness to develop new ideas.  This, along with a close-knit, communicative attitude has been a key element in the success of our team, year after year.


The D&T and Food Curriculum

The KS3 curriculum at Lady Manners School is designed to provide a solid foundation for students across the spectrum of expected D&T and Food skills and knowledge.  The programmes of study are carefully planned to enable flexibility in the sequencing of learning within the project-led topic areas.  Study booklets, that are produced in-house, provide the mechanism for student recording and revision and for teacher planning.  The end-points for each year are indicated within integrated knowledge builders and the method of curriculum delivery allows for autonomous lesson planning and teaching styles.  All KS3 activities are tailored to prepare students for the demands of D&T, Food, Engineering and Construction at Key Stage 4 and beyond.
Assessment is well developed, in both the formative and summative sense, and the curriculum area uses assessment data for monitoring and analysis of student attainment and progress.  In KS3, assessment of expected progress is managed by the use of a school-wide descriptor model.  Student participation in the assessment process includes recording of their own progress at timely intervals within their academic year of study.  We want students and staff to gain high quality feedback on their attainment and progress from our chosen model.

This approach to KS3 D&T and Food education affords students more vision when it comes to their curriculum choices for Key Stage 4.  Students can choose a broad and balanced spread of subjects and the D&T and Food Curriculum Area aids that breadth by offering four discrete options to accommodate a variety of interests.  This keeps the maximum number of routes open to post-16 students and provides a choice of learning pathways.

In the Sixth Form, numbers are generally strong, from both boys and girls.  Some of our students move on to study D&T subjects at university or go on to higher level apprenticeships.


Examination Results

We are very proud of the consistently high levels of attainment reached by our students, both academically and in their development towards preparation for their next steps in education or work.

Results at GCSE, A Level and their equivalents, are very good and we are proud of this achievement in light of the comprehensive entry ethos of the school.  


The Future

We are committed to achieving the best possible performance from students and have high expectations for all ages and abilities.

The Curriculum Area is characterised by a friendly openness, professional dedication, energy and enthusiasm.  It is effective because teachers are prepared to share their ideas and experiences and will always 'go the extra mile' when things need doing.  The opinions of everyone are valued and ideas are constantly exchanged, while embracing all areas of expertise.

We are aiming to help students become creative, innovative, skilled and able to cope with the rigour of examinations in their pursuit of success within our suite of subjects.

We look forward to working with the successful applicant.
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